News release

SOLICITOR Rachael Phythian was the leading counsel for schoolchildren when she

coached them for a mock trial competition.

Rachael helped 13 students from Pershore High School prepare for The Magistrates’
Court Mock Trial Competition and they put forward a persuasive argument in the

Worcestershire heat.

The solicitor, who works for Pershore and Tewkesbury law firm Thomson & Bancks,
spent an hour and a half a week after school with the 12 and 13-year-olds.
And she was there to keep a legal eagle eye on them during the competition at

Worcester Magistrates’ Court.

They presented an impressive case but a team from Aston Fields School in Droitwich

won the through to the next round of the national contest.



Summing up, Rachael said: “A number of schools in Worcestershire took part in the
competition. The group from Pershore High performed well, giving persuasive
arguments, in two trials, one for the prosecution and defence, but were not the winners

on the day.”

The youngsters acted out a case based on a boy found with a knife in his possession
and it hinged on whether he knew it was there or it was planted by a rival gang.

They played all the roles, including magistrates, prosecution and defence lawyers,
witnesses and the defendant. The Pershore students were pitched against Blessed

Edward’s School in Worcester and Aston Fields in their trials.

Rachel judges there may be some sharp legal minds among the youngsters. “They
were dressed for their parts and could be the lawyers of the future if they decide to

follow this career path,” she said.

Helping the youngsters was a departure from her usual brief but she found it appealing.
“| assisted them with their preparations for the event, along with their teacher Jonathan
Knight and local magistrate Tony Field. | enjoyed it. It gave them a valuable insight into

the legal process and hands-on experience in the magistrates’ court,” she said.
Rachael, who works at the Pershore office of Thomson & Bancks, is now going for a
retrial. “I'm running a couple of sessions at Malvern St James School on April 19,” she

said.

The Magistrates Court Mock Trial Competition was organised by the Citizenship

Foundation and Magistrates’ Association, with the support of the Ministry of Justice.
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